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PART I 

CORE PAPER I 

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY AND THESIS WRITING  

UNIT-I: 

Meaning of Research - Types of Research - Science and its method - Social and its 

method - Social Science as science - New science and new social science. 

 

UNIT-II: 

Impact of Science on Historical Method - History as Social Science - Interdisciplinary 

approach to History. 

 

UNIT-III: 

Philosophy and Hermeneutics - Phenomenology - Historical Method - Objectivity - 

Subjectivity - Causation in History 

 

UNIT-IV: 

Combining Qualitative and Quantitative Method in Social Inquiry - De-construction as 

a Method of Research - From Hermeneutics to Post structuralism to Psychoanalysis - 

Feminism / Post structuralism - The Foundations of Experimental/Empirical Research 



Methods - The Positivist Paradigm in Contemporary Social Science Research - 

Introduction to Quantitative Methods. 

 

 

UNIT-V: 

Thesis writing: Choosing a Research topic - Data collection - Sources - Secondary & 

Primary - Internal and External criticism. Analytical and Synthetic operations - 

Documentation - Footnotes - Bibliography - Tables and Charts - Writing. 
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PART I 

CORE COURSE II 

HISTORIOGRAPHY  

(or) 

THEMES AND PERSPECTIVES IN THE CULTURAL HISTORY OF INDIA 

 

HISTORIOGRAPHY  
 

UNIT-I 

The Idea of History - Enlarging Scope of History - Definition of History and 

Historiography - History: Nature, Scope and Value - Social necessity of History - 

Philosophy of History. 

 

UNIT-II 

Evolution of the discipline of History: Greco-Roman History - Church Historiography - 

Medieval Arab Historiography: Ibn Khaldun - Enlightenment Historiography. 

 

UNIT-III 

French Historiography: Annales and Mentalities - British Marxist Historians - Evolution 

of Quantitative History in France and U.S.A. (Cliometrics) - Prosopography - Impact of 

Modernism (Namier) - Structuralism (Claude Levi Straus) and Postmodernism (Michel 

Foucault, Jacques Derrida). 

 

UNIT-IV 

Ancient Indian Historiographers: Bana, Kalhana - Mediaeval Indian Hisoriography: 

Alberuni, Barani - Western Indologists: James Mill, A.L. Basham - Vincent Arthur Smith 

- Indian Historians: K.P. Jayaswal, R.C. Dutt, J.N. Sarkar, D.D. Kosambi, R.S. Sharma. 

 

UNIT-V  

South Indian Historians: K.A. Nilakanta Sastri, K.K. Pillai 
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  THEMES AND PERSPECTIVES IN THE CULTURAL HISTORY OF 

INDIA 
 

UNIT-I 

The Concept of Culture - Distinction between Culture and Civilization - The bases of 

Indian Culture - Two Culture Streams, Dravidian and Aryan - Sansicritisation. 

 

UNIT-II 

Upanishads, Buddhism, Jainism and the Great Epics - The Great Confluence and the 

birth of Hindu Puranic Culture - The Organization of Castes - Co-existence of Great 

(Brahmanical) and Little (Folk) Traditions. 

 

UNIT-III 

Islam as the basis of Muslim Culture - The Contact between Hindu Culture and Muslim 

Culture in India - Evolution of Composite Hindustani Culture. 

 

UNIT-IV 

Dynamism and Vitality in Cultural Realms of Pre-Colonial India - The Impact of English 

Culture in India - Response to growing influence of colonial English Culture - 

Reformist and Revivalist. 

 

UNIT-V  

Missionary Proselytazation and the reaction of Hindu Intelligentsia - Cultural Roots of 

Nationalism - Communalism as ideology for political mobilization and its fallout - 

Conflict Management in Pluralistic Society - Gandhian Way - Towards a National 

Culture. 
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