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UNIT-I: 

THIRUVALLUVAR UNIVERSITY 

M.PHIL. ECONOMICS 

(FT/PT) 

(with effect from 2014-2015) 

PART I 

CORE COURSE I 

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY 

 

Meaning of Research and Scope of Research Methodology - Stakeholders of Social 

research - Ethical Considerations - Significance of research in Social and business 

Science Identification of the problem area - Selection of the problem - Formulation of 

research question(s) - Pilot study - Meaning and Components of research design - 

Review of Literature: purpose. 

 

 
UNIT-II: 

Meaning and role of hypothesis - structure of hypothesis : Concepts, Constructs and 

variables - The relationship between variables - Types of Hypotheses - Strong and 

weak hypotheses - Sampling theory - Sampling methods and Techniques - Sample size 

- sample error. 
 

 
UNIT-III: 

Data Collection - Sources : Primary and Secondary - Data matrix - Unit of data 

collection and unit of data analysis - Methods and tools of data collection : Interview 

and questionnaires and their types - observation and its types - Audio visual aids in 

data collection - Scaling and Testing Techniques - Reliability and validity of 

instruments - Uses of information technology in data collection. 
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UNIT-IV: 

Data analysis - Analysis of quantitative data : Descriptive statistics - Inferential 

statistics - Tests of significance - Parametric and non-parametric tests - presentation 

of data - Computer Software for quantitative data analysis. Analysis of qualitative 

data : Data reduction, data display and conclusion drawing - saturation - Conceptual 

mapping - Computer software for qualitative data analysis - Interpretation - 

Explanation - Theorisation. 

 

 
UNIT-V: 

Report writing - Meaning, Techniques and precautions of interpretation - significance 

of report writing - Target audience - Different steps in writing report - Layout of 

research report - Types: Technical report, popular report - Mechanics of writing a 

research report. 
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PART I 

CORE COURSE II 

ECONOMIC THEORY 

 
UNIT-I 

The place of theory in Modern Economic Science. 

Marginalist analysis - General Equilibrium Theory - Growth - Theory - Growth and 

Distribution theory - Two Sector equilibrium model: Geometric Treatment with 

applications (e.t.) International Trade & Economic Development. 

 
 

UNIT-II 

Pareto and Rawls: Efficienty and Equity - Social choice - Income Distribution and 

equality. 

 
 

UNIT-III 

Rudiments of capital Theory - Time and Productivity, Stock-flow relationships, 

measurement of capital, Cambridge controversy Recent Developments in Capital 

Theory - Human Capital: Theory of Investment in Educations - empirical findings. 

 
 

UNIT-IV 

Patinkin Model and other Monetary Models - Monetarist controversies: Friedman, 

Gurley Slaw, Marshack and Tobin, H. Johnson, John Hicks - Stagflation: Brahmananda, 

Bernstein, I.G.Patel, Vakil. 

 
 

UNIT-V 

Behaviour under uncertainty: expected utility hypothesis, mean variance analysis. 
 
 

Recent Trends in the Theories of Economics: (i) Welfare Economics, (ii) Health 

Economics,(iii) Human Resources, (iv) Environmental Economics, (v) Cultural 

Economics, (vi) Urban Economics, (vii) Legal Economics, (viii) Economics of Poverty. 
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